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The Empty Chair

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my classroom. It
wasn't special—it was just empty because no one was sitting in it. But
then one day, just three weeks after school started, the most exciting
thing that could ever happen to anyone happened to me and my
three best friends. And it all began with that chair.

Usually, the best thing about starting a brand-new semester is
that you get extra allowance to buy new school supplies with. Every
year, on the last Sunday of the summer break, my mum takes me on
an Extra-Special Adventure to hunt down my notebooks for the new
school year. Sometimes I get so excited that my feet feel jumpy inside
and T don’t know which store T want to go into first. There aren’t
many nice school supply stores where I live—they only ever have
boring dinosaur sets for boys or princess sets for girls. So Mum takes
me on the bus and then the train into the city, where there are whole
streets of stores—even huge department stores that look like tall
blocks of apartments from the outside.

Last vear, I found a space-themed notebook with pictures of an
astronaut floating past the moon. It was on sale, too, so I bought a
pencil case, a compass and protractor set, erasers, and a long ruler—
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